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Constitutionalism - Larry Alexander 2001-02-26
This specially commissioned volume examines the issue of
constitutionalism.
Securing the Vote - National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine 2018-09-30
During the 2016 presidential election, America's election infrastructure
was targeted by actors sponsored by the Russian government. Securing
the Vote: Protecting American Democracy examines the challenges
arising out of the 2016 federal election, assesses current technology and
standards for voting, and recommends steps that the federal
government, state and local governments, election administrators, and
vendors of voting technology should take to improve the security of
election infrastructure. In doing so, the report provides a vision of voting
that is more secure, accessible, reliable, and verifiable.
The Two Faces of American Freedom - Aziz Rana 2011-01-15
This is a sweeping new interpretation of the national experience,
reconceiving key political events from the Revolution to the New Deal.
Rana begins by emphasizing that the national founding was first and
foremost an experiment in settler colonization. For American settlers,
internal self-government involved a unique vision of freedom, which
combined direct political participation with economic independence.
However, this independence was based on ideas of extensive land
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ownership which helped to sustain both territorial conquest and the
subordination of slaves and native peoples. At the close of the nineteenth
century, emerging social movements struggled to liberate the potential
of self-rule from these oppressive and exclusionary features. These
efforts ultimately collapsed, in large part because white settlers failed to
conceive of liberty as a truly universal aspiration. The consequence was
the rise of new modes of political authority that presented national and
economic security as society’s guiding commitments. Rana contends that
the challenge for today’s reformers is to recover a robust notion of
independence and participation from the settler experience while finally
making it universal.
The Federalist Papers - Alexander Hamilton 2018-08-20
Classic Books Library presents this brand new edition of “The Federalist
Papers”, a collection of separate essays and articles compiled in 1788 by
Alexander Hamilton. Following the United States Declaration of
Independence in 1776, the governing doctrines and policies of the States
lacked cohesion. “The Federalist”, as it was previously known, was
constructed by American statesman Alexander Hamilton, and was
intended to catalyse the ratification of the United States Constitution.
Hamilton recruited fellow statesmen James Madison Jr., and John Jay to
write papers for the compendium, and the three are known as some of
the Founding Fathers of the United States. Alexander Hamilton (c.
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1755–1804) was an American lawyer, journalist and highly influential
government official. He also served as a Senior Officer in the Army
between 1799-1800 and founded the Federalist Party, the system that
governed the nation’s finances. His contributions to the Constitution and
leadership made a significant and lasting impact on the early
development of the nation of the United States.
The American Commonwealth: The national government - James
Bryce Brice (Viscount) 1891
Too Young to Run? - John Evan Seery 2011
"Examines the history, theory, and politics behind the age qualifications
for elected federal office in the United States Constitution. Argues that
the right to run for office ought to be extended to all adult-age citizens
who are otherwise office-eligible"--Provided by publisher.
The Fight to Vote - Michael Waldman 2022-01-18
On cover, the word "right" has an x drawn over the letter "r" with the
letter "f" above it.
Four Crises of American Democracy - Alasdair Scott Roberts 2017
The "crisis of representation" occurred in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries, and was centered on the question of whether the
people really controlled their government. This period was dominated by
fears of plutocracy and debates about the rights of African Americans,
women and immigrants. The "crisis of mastery" spanned the years
1917-1948, and was preoccupied with building administrative
capabilities so that government could improve its control of economic
and international affairs. The "crisis of discipline," beginning in the
1970s, was triggered by the perception that voters and special interests
were overloading governments with unreasonable demands. In the final
part of his analysis, Roberts asks whether the United States is entering a
"crisis of anticipation," in which the question is whether democracies can
handle long-term problems like global warming effectively.
How Democratic Is the American Constitution? - Robert A. Dahl
2003-11-10
In this provocative book, one of our most eminent political scientists
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questions the extent to which the American Constitution furthers
democratic goals. Robert Dahl reveals the Constitution's potentially
antidemocratic elements and explains why they are there, compares the
American constitutional system to other democratic systems, and
explores how we might alter our political system to achieve greater
equality among citizens. In a new chapter for this second edition, he
shows how increasing differences in state populations revealed by the
Census of 2000 have further increased the veto power over constitutional
amendments held by a tiny minority of Americans. He then explores the
prospects for changing some important political practices that are not
prescribed by the written Constitution, though most Americans may
assume them to be so.
It's Time to Fight Dirty - David Faris 2019-01-15
An accessible, actionable blueprint for how Democrats can build lasting,
durable change—without having to amend the Constitution The American
electoral system is clearly falling apart—more than one recent
presidential race has resulted in the clear winner of the popular vote
losing the electoral college vote, and Trump’s refusal to concede in 2020
broke with all precedents…at least for now. Practical solutions need to
be implemented as soon as possible. And so in It’s Time to Fight Dirty,
political scientist David Faris outlines accessible, actionable strategies
for American institutional reform which don’t require a constitutional
amendment, and would have a lasting impact on our future. With equal
amounts of playful irreverence and persuasive reasoning, Faris describes
how the Constitution’s deep democratic flaws constantly put
progressives at a disadvantage, and lays out strategies for “fighting
dirty” though obstructionism and procedural warfare: establishing
statehood for DC and Puerto Rico; breaking California into several
states; creating a larger House of Representatives; passing a new voting
rights act; and expanding the Supreme Court. The Constitution may be
the world’s most difficult document to amend, but Faris argues that
many of America’s democratic failures can be fixed within its rigid
confines—and, at a time when the stakes have never been higher, he
outlines a path for long-term, progressive change in the United States so
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that the electoral gains of 2020 aren’t lost again.
Democratic Constitution Making - Vivien Hart 2003
Democracy and Equality - Geoffrey R. Stone 2020-01-06
From 1953 to 1969, the Supreme Court under Chief Justice Earl Warren
brought about many of the proudest achievements of American
constitutional law. The Warren declared racial segregation and laws
forbidding interracial marriage to be unconstitutional; it expanded the
right of citizens to criticize public officials; it held school prayer
unconstitutional; and it ruled that people accused of a crime must be
given a lawyer even if they can't afford one. Yet, despite those and other
achievements, conservative critics have fiercely accused the justices of
the Warren Court of abusing their authority by supposedly imposing their
own opinions on the nation. As the eminent legal scholars Geoffrey R.
Stone and David A. Strauss demonstrate in Democracy and Equality, the
Warren Court's approach to the Constitution was consistent with the
most basic values of our Constitution and with the most fundamental
responsibilities of our judiciary. Stone and Strauss describe the Warren
Court's extraordinary achievements by reviewing its jurisprudence
across a range of issues addressing our nation's commitment to the
values of democracy and equality. In each chapter, they tell the story of a
critical decision, exploring the historical and legal context of each case,
the Court's reasoning, and how the justices of the Warren Court fulfilled
the Court's most important responsibilities. This powerfully argued
evaluation of the Warren Court's legacy, in commemoration of the 50th
anniversary of the end of the Warren Court, both celebrates and defends
the Warren Court's achievements against almost sixty-five years of
unrelenting and unwarranted attacks by conservatives. It demonstrates
not only why the Warren Court's approach to constitutional
interpretation was correct and admirable, but also why the approach of
the Warren Court was far superior to that of the increasingly
conservative justices who have dominated the Supreme Court over the
past half-century.
Analyzing American Democracy - Jon R. Bond 2021-08-18
how-democratic-is-the-american-constitution

Following one of the most contentious and truth-challenged presidential
administrations and elections in U.S. history, there has never been a
greater need for an American government text like this--evidence-based,
critically thoughtful, and contemporary in tone and touch. This text
teaches students to think analytically by presenting current political
science theories and research in answering the engaging, big questions
facing American politics today. It serves as an introduction to the
discipline—covering the Constitution, political behavior, formal and
informal institutions, and public policy--by reflecting the theoretical
developments and types of empirical inquiry conducted by researchers.
For introductory courses in American government, this text covers
theory and methods as well. New to the Fourth Edition Provides 2020
election data updates throughout and examines policy implications of the
ensuing changes in election laws across the country. Recaps
controversial Trump administration policies and looks into the Biden
administration’s early days. Offers strategic updates on the Covid-19
pandemic and the resulting economic crisis both in terms of questions of
federalism as well as public policy. Considers the rise of new interest
groups and social movements as well as the reckoning with racial
injustice. Examines contemporary questions of social justice in light of
civil rights and liberties as well as in terms of policy. Covers the death of
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, the battle to confirm her
replacement, the addition of Justice Coney Barrett, and the policy
implications of the shift in the ideological balance of the Court. For the
fourth edition, a new co-author comes to the book with award-winning
experience in diversity and teacher education as well as research
interests in the presidency, women and politics, and foreign policy.
Active Liberty - Stephen Breyer 2007-12-18
A brilliant new approach to the Constitution and courts of the United
States by Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer.For Justice Breyer, the
Constitution’s primary role is to preserve and encourage what he calls
“active liberty”: citizen participation in shaping government and its laws.
As this book argues, promoting active liberty requires judicial modesty
and deference to Congress; it also means recognizing the changing
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needs and demands of the populace. Indeed, the Constitution’s lasting
brilliance is that its principles may be adapted to cope with unanticipated
situations, and Breyer makes a powerful case against treating it as a
static guide intended for a world that is dead and gone. Using
contemporary examples from federalism to privacy to affirmative action,
this is a vital contribution to the ongoing debate over the role and power
of our courts.
The Framers' Coup - Michael J. Klarman 2016-09-16
Americans revere their Constitution. However, most of us are unaware
how tumultuous and improbable the drafting and ratification processes
were. As Benjamin Franklin keenly observed, any assembly of men bring
with them "all their prejudices, their passions, their errors of opinion,
their local interests and their selfish views." One need not deny that the
Framers had good intentions in order to believe that they also had
interests. Based on prodigious research and told largely through the
voices of the participants, Michael Klarman's The Framers' Coup
narrates how the Framers' clashing interests shaped the Constitution-and American history itself. The Philadelphia convention could easily
have been a failure, and the risk of collapse was always present. Had the
convention dissolved, any number of adverse outcomes could have
resulted, including civil war or a reversion to monarchy. Not only does
Klarman capture the knife's-edge atmosphere of the convention, he
populates his narrative with riveting and colorful stories: the rebellion of
debtor farmers in Massachusetts; George Washington's uncertainty
about whether to attend; Gunning Bedford's threat to turn to a European
prince if the small states were denied equal representation in the Senate;
slave staters' threats to take their marbles and go home if denied
representation for their slaves; Hamilton's quasi-monarchist speech to
the convention; and Patrick Henry's herculean efforts to defeat the
Constitution in Virginia through demagoguery and conspiracy theories.
The Framers' Coup is more than a compendium of great stories,
however, and the powerful arguments that feature throughout will
reshape our understanding of the nation's founding. Simply put, the
Constitutional Convention almost didn't happen, and once it happened, it
how-democratic-is-the-american-constitution

almost failed. And, even after the convention succeeded, the Constitution
it produced almost failed to be ratified. Just as importantly, the
Constitution was hardly the product of philosophical reflections by
brilliant, disinterested statesmen, but rather ordinary interest group
politics. Multiple conflicting interests had a say, from creditors and
debtors to city dwellers and backwoodsmen. The upper class
overwhelmingly supported the Constitution; many working class
colonists were more dubious. Slave states and nonslave states had
different perspectives on how well the Constitution served their
interests. Ultimately, both the Constitution's content and its ratification
process raise troubling questions about democratic legitimacy. The
Federalists were eager to avoid full-fledged democratic deliberation over
the Constitution, and the document that was ratified was stacked in favor
of their preferences. And in terms of substance, the Constitution was a
significant departure from the more democratic state constitutions of the
1770s. Definitive and authoritative, The Framers' Coup explains why the
Framers preferred such a constitution and how they managed to
persuade the country to adopt it. We have lived with the consequences,
both positive and negative, ever since.
The Crisis of the Middle-Class Constitution - Ganesh Sitaraman 2017
"Argues that America's strong and sizable middle class is actually
embedded in the framework of the nation's government and its founding
document and discusses the necessity of taking equality-establishing
measures, "--NoveList.
The Frozen Republic - Daniel Lazare 1996
Argues that our Founding Fathers' system of checks and balances
created a government without direction or authority, and calls for the
casting off of out-moded constitutional constraints
How Democratic Is the American Constitution? - Robert A. Dahl
2003-11-10
The author argues that certain aspects of the American Constitution are
deeply flawed and detract from a purely democratic society and includes
discussions on the electoral college, the Federalist Papers, and
proportional representation.
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The People’s Constitution - John F. Kowal 2021-09-07
The story of how the American people have taken an imperfect
constitution—the product of compromises and an artifact of its time—and
made it more democratic Who wrote the Constitution? That's obvious, we
think: fifty-five men in Philadelphia in 1787. But much of the Constitution
was actually written later, in a series of twenty-seven amendments
enacted over the course of two centuries. The real history of the
Constitution is the astonishing story of how subsequent generations have
reshaped our founding document amid some of the most colorful,
contested, and controversial battles in American political life. It's a story
of how We the People have improved our government's structure and
expanded the scope of our democracy during eras of transformational
social change. The People's Constitution is an elegant, sobering, and
masterly account of the evolution of American democracy. From the
addition of the Bill of Rights, a promise made to save the Constitution
from near certain defeat, to the post–Civil War battle over the Fourteenth
Amendment, from the rise and fall of the "noble experiment" of
Prohibition to the defeat and resurgence of an Equal Rights Amendment
a century in the making, The People's Constitution is the first book of its
kind: a vital guide to America's national charter, and an alternative
history of the continuing struggle to realize the Framers' promise of a
more perfect union.
On Political Equality - Robert A. Dahl 2008-10-01
In this book, the eminent psychoanalyst Leonard Shengold looks at why
some people are resistant to change, even when it seems to promise a
change for the better. Drawing on a lifetime of clinical experience as well
as wide readings of world literature, Shengold shows how early
childhood relationships with parents can lead to a powerful conviction
that change means loss. Dr. Shengold, who is well known for his work on
the lasting affects of childhood trauma and child abuse in such seminal
books as Soul Murder and Soul Murder Revisited, continues his
exploration into the consequences of early psychological injury and loss.
In the examples of his patients and in the lives and work of such figures
as Edna St. Vincent Millay, William Wordsworth, and Henrik Ibsen,
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Shengold looks at the different ways in which unconscious impressions
connected with early experiences and fantasies about parents are
integrated into individual lives. He shows the difficulties he encounters
with his patients in raising these memories to the conscious level where
they can be known and owned; and he also shows, in his survey of
literary figures, how these memories can become part of the creative
process. Haunted by Parents offers a deeply humane reflection on the
values and limitations of therapy, on memory and the lingering effects of
the past, and on the possibility of recognizing the promise of the future.
Constitutional Myths - Ray Raphael 2013-03-05
Americans on both sides of the aisle love to reference the Constitution as
the ultimate source of truth. But which truth? What did the framers
really have in mind? In a book that author R.B. Bernstein calls “essential
reading,” acclaimed historian Ray Raphael places the Constitution in its
historical context, dispensing little-known facts and debunking popular
preconceived notions. For each myth, Raphael first notes the kernel of
truth it represents, since most myths have some basis in fact. Then he
presents a big “BUT”—the larger context that reveals what the myth
distorts. What did the framers see as the true role of government? What
did they think of taxes? At the Constitutional Convention, how did they
mix principles with politics? Did James Madison really father the
Constitution? Did the framers promote a Bill of Rights? Do the so-called
Federalist Papers reveal the Constitution’s inner meaning? An
authoritative and entertaining book, which “should appeal equally to
armchair historians and professionals in the field” (Booklist),
Constitutional Myths reveals what our founding document really says
and how we should apply it today.
Presidents and Assemblies - Matthew Soberg Shugart 1992-08-28
A systematic assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of various
forms of presidential systems, draws on recent developments in the
theoretical literature about institutional design and electoral rules.
America's Constitution - Akhil Reed Amar 2012-02-29
In America’s Constitution, one of this era’s most accomplished
constitutional law scholars, Akhil Reed Amar, gives the first
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comprehensive account of one of the world’s great political texts.
Incisive, entertaining, and occasionally controversial, this “biography” of
America’s framing document explains not only what the Constitution says
but also why the Constitution says it. We all know this much: the
Constitution is neither immutable nor perfect. Amar shows us how the
story of this one relatively compact document reflects the story of
America more generally. (For example, much of the Constitution,
including the glorious-sounding “We the People,” was lifted from existing
American legal texts, including early state constitutions.) In short, the
Constitution was as much a product of its environment as it was a
product of its individual creators’ inspired genius. Despite the
Constitution’s flaws, its role in guiding our republic has been nothing
short of amazing. Skillfully placing the document in the context of lateeighteenth-century American politics, America’s Constitution explains,
for instance, whether there is anything in the Constitution that is
unamendable; the reason America adopted an electoral college; why a
president must be at least thirty-five years old; and why–for now, at
least–only those citizens who were born under the American flag can
become president. From his unique perspective, Amar also gives us
unconventional wisdom about the Constitution and its significance
throughout the nation’s history. For one thing, we see that the
Constitution has been far more democratic than is conventionally
understood. Even though the document was drafted by white
landholders, a remarkably large number of citizens (by the standards of
1787) were allowed to vote up or down on it, and the document’s later
amendments eventually extended the vote to virtually all Americans. We
also learn that the Founders’ Constitution was far more slavocratic than
many would acknowledge: the “three fifths” clause gave the South extra
political clout for every slave it owned or acquired. As a result,
slaveholding Virginians held the presidency all but four of the Republic’s
first thirty-six years, and proslavery forces eventually came to dominate
much of the federal government prior to Lincoln’s election. Ambitious,
even-handed, eminently accessible, and often surprising, America’s
Constitution is an indispensable work, bound to become a standard
how-democratic-is-the-american-constitution

reference for any student of history and all citizens of the United States.
How to Save a Constitutional Democracy - Tom Ginsburg 2018-10-05
Democracies are in danger. Around the world, a rising wave of populist
leaders threatens to erode the core structures of democratic self rule. In
the United States, the election of Donald Trump marked a decisive
turning point for many. What kind of president calls the news media the
“enemy of the American people,” or sees a moral equivalence between
violent neo-Nazi protesters in paramilitary formation and residents of a
college town defending the racial and ethnic diversity of their homes?
Yet, whatever our concerns about the current president, we can be
assured that the Constitution offers safeguards to protect against lasting
damage—or can we? How to Save a Constitutional Democracy mounts an
urgent argument that we can no longer afford to be complacent. Drawing
on a rich array of other countries’ experiences with democratic
backsliding, Tom Ginsburg and Aziz Z. Huq show how constitutional
rules can either hinder or hasten the decline of democratic institutions.
The checks and balances of the federal government, a robust civil society
and media, and individual rights—such as those enshrined in the First
Amendment—do not necessarily succeed as bulwarks against democratic
decline. Rather, Ginsburg and Huq contend, the sobering reality for the
United States is that, to a much greater extent than is commonly
realized, the Constitution’s design makes democratic erosion more, not
less, likely. Its structural rigidity has had the unforeseen consequence of
empowering the Supreme Court to fill in some details—often with
doctrines that ultimately facilitate rather than inhibit the infringement of
rights. Even the bright spots in the Constitution—the First Amendment,
for example—may have perverse consequences in the hands of a deft
communicator, who can degrade the public sphere by wielding hateful
language that would be banned in many other democracies. But we—and
the rest of the world—can do better. The authors conclude by laying out
practical steps for how laws and constitutional design can play a more
positive role in managing the risk of democratic decline.
Democracy in America - Alexis de Tocqueville 1875
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How Democracies Die - Steven Levitsky 2019-01-08
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “Comprehensive, enlightening, and
terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors' Choice)
WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE
LIONEL GELBER PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign Affairs • WBUR • Paste
Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many of us never
thought we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors
Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt have spent more than twenty years
studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin America,
and they believe the answer is yes. Democracy no longer ends with a
bang—in a revolution or military coup—but with a whimper: the slow,
steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the judiciary and the
press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good
news is that there are several exit ramps on the road to authoritarianism.
The bad news is that, by electing Trump, we have already passed the first
one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical and
global examples, from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey,
and Venezuela, to the American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and
Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be saved. Praise
for How Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober,
dispassionate look at the current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and
Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the field of
democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where
Levitsky and Ziblatt make their mark is in weaving together political
science and historical analysis of both domestic and international
democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond
Trump and before him, to other countries and to the deep structure of
American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox “If you only read one
book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a
book for just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It
is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is deeply rooted in history. . . . The best
commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell, former
Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart
how-democratic-is-the-american-constitution

and deeply informed book about the ways in which democracy is being
undermined in dozens of countries around the world, and in ways that
are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
Can America Govern Itself? - Frances E. Lee 2019-06-30
Can America Govern Itself? brings together a diverse group of
distinguished scholars to analyze how rising party polarization and
economic inequality have affected the performance of American
governing institutions. It is organized around two themes: the changing
nature of representation in the United States; and how changes in the
political environment have affected the internal processes of institutions,
overall government performance, and policy outcomes. The chapters in
this volume analyze concerns about power, influence and representation
in American politics, the quality of deliberation and political
communications, the management and implementation of public policy,
and the performance of an eighteenth century constitution in today's
polarized political environment. These renowned scholars provide a
deeper and more systematic grasp of what is new, and what is perennial
in challenges to democracy at a fraught moment.
The Everything American Government Book - Nick Ragone 2004-06-04
If the confusion following the last presidential election is any indication,
the average citizen knows precious little about the democratic system
and the laws that affect their daily lives. The Everything American
Government Book unravels the complexities of our democracy and
provides readers with the knowledge necessary to make the right
decisions and take an active role in the management of their country.
From the roots of American government and the challenges that have
helped shape it over the years to its current structure and systems, this
thoroughly researched work is ideal for anyone brushing up on civics, as
well as students of all ages. Readers learn about: The personalities and
events that gave rise to our current system The real significance of the
Bill of Rights and the Constitution The functions of each branch of
government and how they work together Private sector’s influence on
public policy and decision-making Ways to get involved and make a
difference Specially designed to inform and empower the average citizen
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during this critical election year, The Everything American Government
Book provides the keys to understanding the ins and outs of the most
powerful democracy in the world.
Mortal Republic - Edward J. Watts 2018-11-06
Learn why the Roman Republic collapsed -- and how it could have
continued to thrive -- with this insightful history from an award-winning
author. In Mortal Republic, prize-winning historian Edward J. Watts
offers a new history of the fall of the Roman Republic that explains why
Rome exchanged freedom for autocracy. For centuries, even as Rome
grew into the Mediterranean's premier military and political power, its
governing institutions, parliamentary rules, and political customs
successfully fostered negotiation and compromise. By the 130s BC,
however, Rome's leaders increasingly used these same tools to cynically
pursue individual gain and obstruct their opponents. As the center
decayed and dysfunction grew, arguments between politicians gave way
to political violence in the streets. The stage was set for destructive civil
wars -- and ultimately the imperial reign of Augustus. The death of
Rome's Republic was not inevitable. In Mortal Republic, Watts shows it
died because it was allowed to, from thousands of small wounds inflicted
by Romans who assumed that it would last forever.
Democratic Theories and the Constitution - Martin Edelman
1984-01-01
Although the government of the United States is traditionally viewed as a
democracy, there is considerable disagreement about what democracy
means and implies. In a comprehensive study Professor Edelman
examines the three democratic paradigms most prevalent in America
today: natural rights, contract, and competition. Theories based on these
paradigms lead to different ideas of democracy, each of which yields
variant interpretations of the Constitution. This close relationship
between democratic theories and constitutional interpretations is
analyzed in an extensive historical introduction, which focuses on some
of the major thinkers in American history. Edelman's discussion shows
that neither the Constitution nor the development of American political
thought can serve as an authoritative basis for any one theory of
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democracy. Instead of a particular theory, the historical constant was an
appeal to reason inherent in our basic charter. In his methodological
section, Edelman argues that we must use reason to clarify the latent
values inherent in the differing concepts of democracy and the
consequences that flow from them. He analyzes judicial ideas in the light
of three concepts deemed central to any democratic theory--citizenship,
political participation, and political freedom--and concludes with a
balanced account of contemporary democratic theories, the
constitutional theories related to them, and a critique of both.
Constitutional Dictatorship - Clinton Rossiter 2017-07-05
How should the United States be governed during times of crisis?
Definitely not as we are in times of tranquility, asserts this classic study.
The war on terrorism is a case in point. The horrors of terror attacks on
the United States have forced Americans to accept legislative changes
that might be unthinkable at other times. The "inescapable truth,"
Clinton Rossiter wrote in his classic study of modern democracies in
crisis, is that "No form of government can survive that excludes
dictatorship when the life of the nation is at stake."
Our Undemocratic Constitution - Sanford Levinson 2008
Levinson argues that too many of our Constitution's provisions promote
either unjust or ineffective government. Under the existing blueprint, we
can neither rid ourselves of incompetent presidents nor assure continuity
of government following catastrophic attacks. Less important, perhaps,
but certainly problematic, is the appointment of Supreme Court judges
for life. Adding insult to injury, the United States Constitution is the most
difficult to amend or update of any constitution currently existing in the
world today. Democratic debate leaves few stones unturned, but we tend
to take our basic constitutional structures for granted. Levinson boldly
challenges the American people to undertake a long overdue public
discussion on how they might best reform this most hallowed document
and construct a constitution adequate to our democratic values.
"Admirably gutsy and unfashionable." --Michael Kinsley, The New York
Times "Bold, bracingly unromantic, and filled with illuminating insights.
He accomplishes an unlikely feat, which is to make a really serious
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argument for a new constitutional convention, one that is founded
squarely on democratic ideals." --Cass R. Sunstein, The New Republic
"Everyone who cares about how our government works should read this
thoughtful book." --Washington Lawyer
How Democratic Is the American Constitution? - Robert A. Dahl
2002-02-08
In this provocative book, an eminent political scientist poses the
question: "Why should we uphold our constitution?"
How Democratic is the Constitution? - Robert A. Goldwin 1980
To find more information about Rowman and Littlefield titles, please visit
www.rowmanlittlefield.com.
Judicial Independence and the American Constitution - Martin H.
Redish 2017-03-21
The Framers of the American Constitution took special pains to ensure
that the governing principles of the republic were insulated from the
reach of simple majorities. Only super-majoritarian amendments could
modify these fundamental constitutional dictates. The Framers
established a judicial branch shielded from direct majoritarian political
accountability to protect and enforce these constitutional limits.
Paradoxically, only a counter-majoritarian judicial branch could ensure
the continued vitality of our representational form of government. This
important lesson of the paradox of American democracy has been
challenged and often ignored by office holders and legal scholars.
Judicial Independence and the American Constitution provocatively
defends the centrality of these special protections of judicial
independence. Martin H. Redish explains how the nation's system of
counter-majoritarian constitutionalism cannot survive absent the vesting
of final powers of constitutional interpretation and enforcement in the
one branch of government expressly protected by the Constitution from
direct political accountability: the judicial branch. He uncovers how the
current framework of American constitutional law has been unwisely
allowed to threaten or undermine these core precepts of judicial
independence.
Capitalism v. Democracy - Timothy K. Kuhner 2014-06-25
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As of the latest national elections, it costs approximately $1 billion to
become president, $10 million to become a Senator, and $1 million to
become a Member of the House. High-priced campaigns, an elite class of
donors and spenders, superPACs, and increasing corporate political
power have become the new normal in American politics. In Capitalism v.
Democracy, Timothy Kuhner explains how these conditions have
corrupted American democracy, turning it into a system of rule that
favors the wealthy and marginalizes ordinary citizens. Kuhner maintains
that these conditions have corrupted capitalism as well, routing
economic competition through political channels and allowing politically
powerful companies to evade market forces. The Supreme Court has
brought about both forms of corruption by striking down campaign
finance reforms that limited the role of money in politics. Exposing the
extreme economic worldview that pollutes constitutional interpretation,
Kuhner shows how the Court became the architect of American
plutocracy. Capitalism v. Democracy offers the key to understanding why
corporations are now citizens, money is political speech, limits on
corporate spending are a form of censorship, democracy is a free market,
and political equality and democratic integrity are unconstitutional
constraints on money in politics. Supreme Court opinions have dictated
these conditions in the name of the Constitution, as though the
Constitution itself required the privatization of democracy. Kuhner
explores the reasons behind these opinions, reveals that they form a
blueprint for free market democracy, and demonstrates that this design
corrupts both politics and markets. He argues that nothing short of a
constitutional amendment can set the necessary boundaries between
capitalism and democracy.
Democracy and Dysfunction - Sanford Levinson 2019-04-16
It is no longer controversial that the American political system has
become deeply dysfunctional. Today, only slightly more than a quarter of
Americans believe the country is heading in the right direction, while
sixty-three percent believe we are on a downward slope. The top twenty
words used to describe the past year include “chaotic,” “turbulent,” and
“disastrous.” Donald Trump’s improbable rise to power and his 2016
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Electoral College victory placed America’s political dysfunction in an
especially troubling light, but given the extreme polarization of
contemporary politics, the outlook would have been grim even if Hillary
Clinton had won. The greatest upset in American presidential history is
only a symptom of deeper problems of political culture and constitutional
design. Democracy and Dysfunction brings together two of the leading
constitutional law scholars of our time, Sanford Levinson and Jack M.
Balkin, in an urgently needed conversation that seeks to uncover the
underlying causes of our current crisis and their meaning for American
democracy. In a series of letters exchanged over a period of two years,
Levinson and Balkin travel—along with the rest of the country—through
the convulsions of the 2016 election and Trump’s first year in office.
They disagree about the scope of the crisis and the remedy required.
Levinson believes that our Constitution is fundamentally defective and
argues for a new constitutional convention, while Balkin, who believes
we are suffering from constitutional rot, argues that there are less
radical solutions. As it becomes dangerously clear that Americans—and
the world—will be living with the consequences of this pivotal period for
many years to come, it is imperative that we understand how we got
here—and how we might forestall the next demagogue who will seek to
beguile the American public.
Constitutional Change and Democracy in Indonesia - Donald L.
Horowitz 2013-03-25
How did democracy became entrenched in the world's largest Muslimmajority country? After the fall of its authoritarian regime in 1998,
Indonesia pursued an unusual course of democratization. It was insiderdominated and gradualist and it involved free elections before a lengthy
process of constitutional reform. At the end of the process, Indonesia's
amended constitution was essentially a new and thoroughly democratic
document. By proceeding as they did, the Indonesians averted the
conflict that would have arisen between adherents of the old constitution
and proponents of radical, immediate reform. Donald L. Horowitz
documents the decisions that gave rise to this distinctive constitutional
process. He then traces the effects of the new institutions on Indonesian
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politics and discusses their shortcomings and their achievements in
steering Indonesia away from the dangers of polarization and violence.
He also examines the Indonesian story in the context of comparative
experience with constitutional design and intergroup conflict.
Partisan Balance - David R. Mayhew 2011-01-17
With three independent branches, a legislature divided into two houses,
and many diverse constituencies, it is remarkable that the federal
government does not collapse in permanent deadlock. Yet, this system of
government has functioned for well over two centuries, even through
such heated partisan conflicts as the national health-care showdown and
Supreme Court nominations. In Partisan Balance, noted political scholar
David Mayhew examines the unique electoral foundations of the
presidency, Senate, and House of Representatives in order to provide a
fresh understanding for the government's success and longstanding
vitality. Focusing on the period after World War II, and the fate of
legislative proposals offered by presidents from Harry Truman to George
W. Bush, Mayhew reveals that the presidency, Senate, and House rest on
surprisingly similar electoral bases, with little difference in their partisan
textures as indexed by the presidential popular vote cast in the various
constituencies. Both congressional chambers have tilted a bit
Republican, and while White House legislative initiatives have fared
accordingly, Mayhew shows that presidents have done relatively well in
getting their major proposals enacted. Over the long haul, the Senate has
not proven much more of a stumbling block than the House. Arguing that
the system has developed a self-correcting impulse that leads each
branch to pull back when it deviates too much from other branches,
Mayhew contends that majoritarianism largely characterizes the
American system. The wishes of the majority tend to nudge institutions
back toward the median voter, as in the instances of legislative
districting, House procedural reforms, and term limits for presidents and
legislators.
The Anti-Oligarchy Constitution - Joseph Fishkin 2022-01-11
A bold call to reclaim an American tradition that argues the Constitution
imposes a duty on government to fight oligarchy and ensure broadly
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shared wealth. Oligarchy is a threat to the American republic. When too
much economic and political power is concentrated in too few hands, we
risk losing the “republican form of government” the Constitution
requires. Today, courts enforce the Constitution as if it has almost
nothing to say about this threat. But as Joseph Fishkin and William
Forbath show in this revolutionary retelling of constitutional history, a
commitment to prevent oligarchy once stood at the center of a robust
tradition in American political and constitutional thought. Fishkin and
Forbath demonstrate that reformers, legislators, and even judges
working in this “democracy of opportunity” tradition understood that the
Constitution imposes a duty on legislatures to thwart oligarchy and
promote a broad distribution of wealth and political power. These ideas
led Jacksonians to fight special economic privileges for the few, Populists
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to try to break up monopoly power, and Progressives to fight for the
constitutional right to form a union. During Reconstruction, Radical
Republicans argued in this tradition that racial equality required
breaking up the oligarchy of slave power and distributing wealth and
opportunity to former slaves and their descendants. President Franklin
Roosevelt and the New Dealers built their politics around this tradition,
winning the fight against the “economic royalists” and “industrial
despots.” But today, as we enter a new Gilded Age, this tradition in
progressive American economic and political thought lies dormant. The
Anti-Oligarchy Constitution begins the work of recovering it and
exploring its profound implications for our deeply unequal society and
badly damaged democracy.
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