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The Revolt of the Public and the Crisis of
Authority in the New Millennium - Martin
Gurri 2018
Riding a tsunami of information, the public has
trampled on the temples of authority in every
domain of human activity, everywhere. The
Revolt of the Public tells the story of how
ordinary people, gifted amateurs networked in
communities of interest, have swarmed over the
hierarchies of accredited professionals,
questioned their methods, and shouted their
failures from the digital rooftops. In science,
business, media - and, pre-eminently, in politics
and government - established elites have lost the
power to command attention and set the
agenda.The consequences have been
revolutionary. Insurgencies enabled by digital
devices and a vast information sphere have
mobilized millions, toppling dictators in Egypt
and Tunisia, crushing the ruling Socialist Party
in Spain, inspiring "Tea Parties" and
"Occupations" in the United States. Trust in
political authority stands at an all-time low
around the world. The Revolt of the Public
analyzes the composition of the public, the
nature of authority and legitimacy, and the part
played by the perturbing agent: information. A
major theme of the book is whether democratic
institutions can survive the assaults of a public
that at times appears to be at war with any form
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of organization, if not with history itself.
Marxism and the History of Art - Andrew
Hemingway 2006-07-20
The first comprehensive introduction to Marxist
approaches to art history. 'The best in the field.'
--Esther Leslie
A Voyage to Surat in the Year 1689 - John
Ovington 1994
Giving A Large Account Of The City And Its
Inhabitants And Of The English Factory There.
With A Foreword By H.G. Rawlinson.
Long Live the Queen - Emma Marriott
2019-10-17
Powerful and influential kings have long
dominated our view of global history, their
queens often relegated to the shadows, their
influence, deeds and sacrifices unacknowledged
and lost in the passing of time. But not
anymore... This book chronicles the forgotten
queens from across the globe - those who ruled
in their own right, and those who were wives or
mothers of reigning kings. All of whom wielded
significant power. A smattering of queens, such
as Queen Elizabeth I and Catherine the Great of
Russia, are known and celebrated, but many
more have been glossed over, maligned by
historians or dismissed as mere bit-players on
the world stage. We are all familiar with the
great Roman emperors but what of Queen
Zenobia, a rebel queen of the Middle East who
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took on the Roman Empire? William the
Conqueror, the Norman invader of England in
1066, is an iconic figure in history, but how
much do you know about his powerful ally and
wife Matilda of Flanders? Long Live the Queens
rescues these phenomenal women from
obscurity, exploring their achievements and
deeds, and shedding light on the sacrifices
female rulers throughout history have had to
make in a patriarchal world. Learn about the
trailblazers, game-changers and mighty
monarchs who have no business in being
forgotten. Long Live the Queens rescues these
phenomenal women from obscurity, exploring
their achievements and deeds, and shedding
light on the sacrifices female rulers throughout
history have had to make in a patriarchal world.
Learn about the trailblazers, game-changers and
mighty monarchs who have no business in being
forgotten.
The Ovary of Eve - Clara Pinto-Correia
2007-12-01
The Ovary of Eve is a rich and often hilarious
account of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
efforts to understand conception. In these early
years of the Scientific Revolution, the most
intelligent men and women of the day struggled
to come to terms with the origins of new life, and
one theory—preformation—sparked an intensely
heated debate that continued for over a hundred
years. Clara Pinto-Correia traces the history of
this much maligned theory through the cultural
capitals of Europe. "The most wonderfully eyeopening, or imagination-opening book, as
amusing as it is instructive."—Mary Warnock,
London Observer "[A] fascinating and often
humorous study of a reproductive theory that
flourished from the mid-17th century to the
mid-18th century."—Nina C. Ayoub, Chronicle of
Higher Education "More than just a good story,
The Ovary of Eve is an object lesson about the
history of science: Don't trust it. . . . PintoCorreia says she wants to tell the story of
history's losers. In doing so, she makes defeat
sound more appealing than victory."—Emily
Eakin, Nation. "A sparkling history of
preformation as it once affected every facet of
European culture."—Robert Taylor, Boston
Globe
The Triumph of Modernism - Partha Mitter
2007-11-15
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The tumultuous last decades of British
colonialism in India were catalyzed by more than
the work of Mahatma Gandhi and violent
conflicts. The concurrent upheavals in Western
art driven by the advent of modernism provided
Indian artists in post-1920 India a powerful tool
of colonial resistance. Distinguished art historian
Partha Mitter now explores in this brilliantly
illustrated study this lesser known facet of
Indian art and history. Taking the 1922 Bauhaus
exhibition in Calcutta as the debut of European
modernism in India, The Triumph of Modernism
probes the intricate interplay of Western
modernism and Indian nationalism in the
evolution of colonial-era Indian art. Mitter casts
his gaze across a myriad of issues, including the
emergence of a feminine voice in Indian art, the
decline of “oriental art,” and the rise of
naturalism and modernism in the 1920s.
Nationalist politics also played a large role, from
the struggle of artists in reconciling Indian
nationalism with imperial patronage of the arts
to the relationship between primitivism and
modernism in Indian art. An engagingly written
study anchored by 150 lush reproductions, The
Triumph of Modernism will be essential reading
for scholars of art, British studies, and Indian
history.
The Plantagenets - Dan Jones 2013-04-18
The New York Times bestseller, from the author
of Powers and Thrones, that tells the story of
Britain’s greatest and worst dynasty—“a real-life
Game of Thrones” (The Wall Street Journal) The
first Plantagenet kings inherited a blood-soaked
realm from the Normans and transformed it into
an empire that stretched at its peak from
Scotland to Jerusalem. In this epic narrative
history of courage, treachery, ambition, and
deception, Dan Jones resurrects the unruly royal
dynasty that preceded the Tudors. They
produced England’s best and worst kings: Henry
II and his wife Eleanor of Aquitaine, twice a
queen and the most famous woman in
Christendom; their son Richard the Lionheart,
who fought Saladin in the Third Crusade; and his
conniving brother King John, who was forced to
grant his people new rights under the Magna
Carta, the basis for our own bill of rights.
Combining the latest academic research with a
gift for storytelling, Jones vividly recreates the
great battles of Bannockburn, Crécy, and Sluys
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and reveals how the maligned kings Edward II
and Richard II met their downfalls. This is the
era of chivalry and the Black Death, the Knights
Templar, the founding of parliament, and the
Hundred Years’ War, when England’s national
identity was forged by the sword.
A History of Art History - Christopher S. Wood
2021-03-02
"In this authoritative book, the first of its kind in
English, Christopher Wood tracks the evolution
of the historical study of art from the late middle
ages through the rise of the modern scholarly
discipline of art history. Synthesizing and
assessing a vast array of writings, episodes, and
personalities, this original and accessible
account of the development of art-historical
thinking will appeal to readers both inside and
outside the discipline. The book shows that the
pioneering chroniclers of the Italian
Renaissance--Lorenzo Ghiberti and Giorgio
Vasari--measured every epoch against fixed
standards of quality. Only in the Romantic era
did art historians discover the virtues of
medieval art, anticipating the relativism of the
later nineteenth century, when art history
learned to admire the art of all societies and to
value every work as an index of its times. The
major art historians of the modern era, however-Jacob Burckhardt, Aby Warburg, Heinrich
Wölfflin, Erwin Panofsky, Meyer Schapiro, and
Ernst Gombrich--struggled to adapt their work
to the rupture of artistic modernism, leading to
the current predicaments of the discipline.
Combining erudition with clarity, this book
makes a landmark contribution to the
understanding of art history."--from book jacket
The Yugo - Jason Vuic 2011-03-01
Six months after its American introduction in
1985, the Yugo was a punch line; within a year,
it was a staple of late-night comedy. By 2000,
NPR's Car Talk declared it "the worst car of the
millennium." And for most Americans that's
where the story begins and ends. Hardly. The
short, unhappy life of the car, the men who built
it, the men who imported it, and the decade that
embraced and discarded it is rollicking and
astounding, and one of the greatest untold
business-cum-morality tales of the 1980s. Mix
one rabid entrepreneur, several thousand "good"
communists, a willing U.S. State Department,
the shortsighted Detroit auto industry, and
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improvident bankers, shake vigorously, and
you've got The Yugo: The Rise and Fall of the
Worst Car in History. Brilliantly re-creating the
amazing confluence of events that produced the
Yugo, Yugoslav expert Jason Vuic uproariously
tells the story of the car that became an
international joke: The American CEO who
happens upon a Yugo right when his company
needs to find a new import or go under. A State
Department eager to aid Yugoslavia's nonaligned
communist government. Zastava Automobiles,
which overhauls its factory to produce an
American-ready Yugo in six months. And a hole
left by Detroit in the cheap subcompact market
that creates a race to the bottom that leaves the
Yugo . . . at the bottom.
Places in Motion - Jacob N. Kinnard 2014
Jacob Kinnard offers an in-depth examination of
the complex dynamics of religiously charged
places. Focusing on several important shared
and contested pilgrimage places-Ground Zero
and Devils Tower in the United States, Ayodhya
and Bodhgaya in India, Karbala in Iraq-he poses
a number of crucial questions. What and who
has made these sites important, and why? How
are they shared, and how and why are they
contested? What is at stake in their
contestation? How are the particular identities
of place and space established? How are
individual and collective identity intertwined
with space and place? Challenging longaccepted, clean divisions of the religious world,
Kinnard explores specific instances of the
vibrant messiness of religious practice, the
multivocality of religious objects, the fluid and
hybrid dynamics of religious places, and the
shifting and tangled identities of religious
actors. He contends that sacred space is a
constructed idea: places are not sacred in and of
themselves, but are sacred because we make
them sacred. As such, they are in perpetual
motion, transforming themselves from moment
to moment and generation to generation. Places
in Motion moves comfortably across and
between a variety of historical and cultural
settings as well as academic disciplines,
providing a deft and sensitive approach to the
topic of sacred places, with awareness of
political, economic, and social realities as these
exist in relation to questions of identity. It is a
lively and much needed critical advance in
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analytical reflections on sacred space and
pilgrimage.
Much Maligned Monsters - Partha Mitter
1992-08
In this fascinating study, Partha Mitter traces
the history of European reactions to Indian art,
from the earliest encounters of explorers with
the exotic. East to the more sophisticated but
still incomplete appreciations of the early
twentieth century. Mitter's new Preface reflects
upon the profound changes in Western
interpretations of non-Western societies over the
past fifteen years.
A Rule of Property for Bengal - Ranajit Guha
1982
The Long Partition and the Making of
Modern South Asia - Vazira Fazila-Yacoobali
Zamindar 2010
Asian history.
Big Book of Dragons, Monsters, and Other
Mythical Creatures - Ernst Lehner 2004-01-01
Provides an illustrated look at dragons, griffins,
werewolves, serpent monsters, sirens,
mermaids, and other mythical creatures of land,
sea, and air and includes text with legends from
around the world.
Fabulous Monsters - Alberto Manguel
2019-09-24
An original look at how literary characters can
transcend their books to guide our lives, by one
of the world's most eminent bibliophiles Alberto
Manguel, in a style both charming and erudite,
examines how literary characters live with us
from childhood on. Throughout the years, they
change their identities and emerge from behind
their stories to teach us about the complexities
of love, loss, and the world itself. Manguel's
favorite characters include Jim from
Huckleberry Finn, Phoebe from The Catcher in
the Rye, Job and Jonah from the Bible, Little Red
Riding Hood and Captain Nemo, Hamlet's
mother, and Dr. Frankenstein's maligned
Monster. Sharing his unique powers as a reader,
Manguel encourages us to establish our own
literary relationships. An intimate preface and
Manguel's own "doodles" complete this
delightful and magical book.
LAtitudes - Luis Alfaro 2015
LA is a seemingly endless combination of unique
geography, communities, and cultures that calls
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for a literary vision of its complex landscape of
humanity and geography inspired by Rebecca
Solnits Infinite City
Cosmopolitan Modernisms - Kobena Mercer
2005-08-19
Moments of crisis and innovation in modernism's
cross-cultural past, from the reception of
modernist art in colonial India to the experience
of African American artists in the New York art
world of the 1950s. This first book in the
Annotating Art's Histories series revisits the
period in which modernist attitudes took shape,
examining the ways in which a shared history of
art and ideas was experienced in different
nations and cultures. Original essays by leading
art historians and curators trace the dynamic
interplay of cultures across the story of modern
art, looking at moments of crisis and innovation
in modernism's cross-cultural past. An account
of colonialism and nationalism in Indian art from
the 1890s to the 1920s, for example, suggests
that cultural identities are constantly modifying
one another in the very moment of their
encounter and points to primitivism as a
counter-discourse to modernism. A collision
between modernism and colonialism in the
design of a Bauhaus model housing project
reveals the volatile conditions of European
modernism in the 1930s. Discussions of the
abstract painting of Norman Lewis and the
collages of Romare Bearden illustrate the
conflicted experiences and multiple affiliations
of African American artists in the New York art
world of the 1940s and 1950s. The first English
translation of an influential essay in the Brazilian
neoconcrete movement of the 1950s takes up
concerns similar to those of North American
minimalism in the 1960s. These and the other
journeys into modernism's past described in
Cosmopolitan Modernisms return to our
contemporary moment with questions about
modern art and modernity that we are only
beginning to ask. Copublished with
inIVA/Institute of International Visual Arts,
London.
Richard III: The Maligned King - Annette
Carson 2017-04-13
In 2012 Annette Carson formed part of the team
that discovered King Richard III's mortal
remains, verified in 2013 by forensics including
DNA matching. In response to the recent
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upsurge of interest, her 2009 paperback has
been updated with details of the discovery plus
new illustrations, and a larger typeface for
easier readability. Carson's premise is that for
centuries the vision of Richard III has been
dominated by the fictional creations of Thomas
More and Shakespeare. Many voices, some of
them eminent and scholarly, have urged a more
reasoned view to replace the traditional black
portrait. This book seeks to redress the balance
by examining the events of his reign as they
actually happened, based on reports in the
original sources. Eschewing the overlay of
assumptions so beloved by historians, she
instead traces actions and activities of the
principal characters, using facts and time-lines
revealed in documentary evidence. In the
process Carson dares to investigate areas where
historians fear to tread, and raises many
controversial questions.
The Monster Always Returns - Christian
Knöppler 2017-02-28
The monsters of the horror genre never remain
dead - they invariably return in new and
terrifying shapes for another installment. In this
study Christian Knöppler explores the
phenomenon of horror film remakes. He argues
that even though these derivative films typically
earn little praise from critics, their constant
refiguration of monsters and horror scenarios
serves to access and update otherwise obscure
cultural fears. With an in-depth examination of
six sample sequences of films and remakes, this
book aims to shed new light on a much maligned
and often neglected type of film and promises
fresh insights to scholars and aficionados alike.
My Father, Il Duce - Romano Mussolini 2006
A last surviving child of Benito Mussolini shares
insights into his father's life, describing such
topics as Il Duce's relationship with his family
and mistresses, beliefs about education and the
arts, partnership with Adolf Hitler, and
anticipation of the loss of World War II.
I Served the King of England - Bohumil
Hrabal 2007
Chronicles the experiences of Ditie, who rises
from busboy to hotel owner in World War II
Prague, and whose life is shaped by the fate of
his country before, during, and after the conflict.
Kill Anything That Moves - Nick Turse
2013-01-15
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Based on classified documents and first-person
interviews, a controversial history of the
Vietnam War argues that American acts of
violence against millions of Vietnamese civilians
were a pervasive and systematic part of the war
and that soldiers were deliberately trained and
ordered to conduct hate-based slaughter
campaigns.
Indian Art - Partha Mitter 2001
This concise yet lively new survey guides the
reader through 5,000 years of Indian art and
architecture. A rich artistic tradition is fully
explored through the Hindu, Buddhist, Islamic,
Colonial, and contemporary periods,
incorporating discussion of modern Bangladesh
and Pakistan, tribal artists, and the decorative
arts. Combining a clear overview with
fascinating detail, Mitter succeeds in bringing to
life the true diversity of Indian culture. The
influence of Islam on the Mughal court, which
produced the world-famous Taj Mahal and
exquisite miniature paintings, is closely
examined. More recently, he discusses the
nationalist and global concerns of contemporary
art, including the rise of female artists, the
stunning architecture of Charles Correa, and the
vibrant art scene. The very particular character
of Indian art is set within its cultural and
religious milieu, raising important issues about
the profound differences between Western and
Indian ideas of beauty and eroticism in art.
Hobson and Imperialism - P. J. Cain 2002
The year 2002 sees the centenary of J. A.
Hobson's Imperialism: A Study, the most
influential critique of British imperial expansion
ever written. P. J. Cain marks the occasion by
evaluating, for the first time, Hobson's writings
on imperialism from his days as a journalist in
London to his death in 1940. The early chapters
chart Hobson's progress from complacent
imperialist in the 1880s to radical critic of
empire by 1898. This is followed by an account
of the origins of Imperialism anda close analysis
of the text in the context of contemporary
debates. Two chapters cover Hobson's later
writings, showing their richness and variety, and
analysing his decision to republish Imperialism
in 1938. The author discusses the reception of
Imperialism and its emergence as a 'classic' by
the late 1930s and ends with a detailed
discussion of the relevance of the arguments of
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Imperialism to present-day historians.
Book of the Dead - Jamie Russell 2005
A history of zombies in the movies.
The Triumph of Modernism - Partha Mitter 2007
The tumultuous last decades of British
colonialism in India were catalyzed by more than
the work of Mahatma Gandhi and violent
conflicts. The concurrent upheavals in Western
art driven by the advent of modernism provided
Indian artists in post-1920 India a powerful tool
of colonial resistance. Distinguished art historian
Partha Mitter now explores in this brilliantly
illustrated study this lesser known facet of
Indian art and history. Taking the 1922 Bauhaus
exhibition in Calcutta as the debut of European
modernism in India, "The Triumph of
Modernism" probes the intricate interplay of
Western modernism and Indian nationalism in
the evolution of colonial-era Indian art. Mitter
casts his gaze across a myriad of issues,
including the emergence of a feminine voice in
Indian art, the decline of "oriental art," and the
rise of naturalism and modernism in the 1920s.
Nationalist politics also played a large role, from
the struggle of artists in reconciling Indian
nationalism with imperial patronage of the arts
to the relationship between primitivism and
modernism in Indian art. An engagingly written
study anchored by 150 lush reproductions, "The
Triumph of Modernism" will be essential reading
for scholars of art, British studies, and Indian
history.
Much Maligned Monsters - Partha Mitter
2013-09
A revised and updated edition of a classic work
originally published by the Clarendon Press in
1977, in this fascinating study Partha Mitter
traces the history of European reactions to
Indian art, from the earliest encounters of
explorers with the exotic East to the more
sophisticated but still incomplete appreciations
of the early twentieth century.
The Sunne In Splendour - Sharon Kay Penman
2008-01-22
The classic, magnificent bestselling novel about
Richard III, now in a special thirtieth
anniversary edition with a new preface by the
author In this triumphant combination of
scholarship and storytelling, Sharon Kay
Penman redeems Richard III—vilified as the
bitter, twisted, scheming hunchback who
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murdered his nephews, the princes in the
Tower—from his maligned place in history. Born
into the treacherous courts of fifteenth-century
England, in the midst of what history has called
The War of the Roses, Richard was raised in the
shadow of his charismatic brother, King Edward
IV. Loyal to his friends and passionately in love
with the one woman who was denied him,
Richard emerges as a gifted man far more
sinned against than sinning. With revisions
throughout and a new author's preface
discussing the astonishing discovery of Richard's
remains five centuries after his death, Sharon
Kay Penman's brilliant classic is more powerful
and glorious than ever.
What Makes Civilization? - David Wengrow
2018-01-25
In 'What Makes Civilization?', archaeologist
David Wengrow provides a vivid account of the
'birth of civilization' in ancient Egypt and
Mesopotamia (today's Iraq). These two regions,
where many foundations of modern life were
laid, are usually treated in isolation. Now, they
are brought together within a unified history.
Extinct Monsters - Henry Neville Hutchinson
1893
List of British localities where remains of the
mammoth have been discovered p. [258]-260.
The Hindu Pantheon - Edward Moor 1810
Passion - Sayed Haider Raza 2005-01-01
On life and work of Sayed Haider Raza, b. 1922,
Indian painter as told to Aśoka Vājapeyī, b. 1941,
Indian author.
Exchanges and Parallels between Italy and
East Asia - Gaoheng Zhang 2019-12-18
This collection of essays is the first Englishlanguage study to present the latest research on
Italy’s cultural relationships with China and
Japan across the centuries. It explores topics
ranging from travel writing to creative arts, from
translation to religious accommodation, and
from Cold War politics to Chinese American
cuisine. The volume draws on the expertise of an
interdisciplinary group of scholars trained and
working in Europe, East Asia, and North
America who re-assess research foci and frames,
showcase transcultural and theoreticallyinformed research, and help to strengthen this
field of study.
Resonances of the Raj - Nalini Ghuman 2014
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This text examines the ramifications of the
intertwined and overlapping histories of Britain
and India on English music in the last fifty years
of the colonial encounter, and traces the effects
of the British Raj on the English musical
imagination. Through a series of case studies,
author Nalini Ghuman integrates music directly
into the cultural history of the British Raj,
revealing unexpected minglings of peoples,
musics, and ideas that raise questions about
'Englishness', about the nature of Empire, and
about the fixedness of identity.
Frankenstein's Monster - Susan Heyboer
O'Keefe 2010-10-05
A gothic horror story that imagines what
happens to Frnkenstein's monster after the
death of his creator, Victor. What becomes of a
monster without its maker? At the end of Mary
Shelley’s classic novel, the creator dies but his
creation still lives, cursed to a life of isolation
and hatred. Frankenstein’s Monster continues
the creature’s story as he’s compelled to
discover his humanity, to escape the ship captain
who vowed to the dying Frankenstein to hunt
him down—and to resist the woman who would
destroy them all. This is a tale of passion,
revenge, violence, and madness—and the
desperate search for meaning in an often
meaningless world.
Digging for Richard III: The Search for the
Lost King (Revised and Expanded) - Mike
Pitts 2015-09-08
"As gripping as any detective fiction. Proof that
one doesn't need to be fascinated with Richard
III to be enthralled by the story of his body's
discovery." —Publisher's Weekly In August 2012
a search began, and on February 4, 2013, a team
from Leicester University delivered its verdict to
a mesmerized press room and to the world: they
had found the remains of Richard III, whose
legacy was perhaps the most contested of all
British monarchs. Prior to this major discovery,
there had been little new information about
Richard III for some time. With no new evidence
to fuel it, the debate over what kind of man he
might have been seemed to have stalled. Thus
the story of the discovery of Richard III is a story
of the value of archaeology—careful analysis of
physical evidence backed up by the latest
science and technology—and how it can change
our understanding of history. Firsthand accounts
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from the team that found the king, along with
photographs from the author’s own archives and
an expanded epilogue incorporating new DNA
evidence, augment this compelling detective
story as the evidence is uncovered.
Mustang - Deanne Stillman 2009-06-01
“A fascinating narrative with all the grace and
power embodied in the wild horses that once
populated the Western range . . . [A]
magnificently told saga.” —Albuquerque Journal
A Los Angeles Times Best Nonfiction Book of the
Year Mustang is the sweeping story of the wild
horse in the culture, history, and popular
imagination of the American West. It follows the
wild horse across time, from its evolutionary
origins on this continent to its return with the
conquistadors, its bloody battles on the old
frontier, its iconic status in Buffalo Bill shows
and early westerns, and its plight today as it
makes its last stand on the vanishing range.
With the Bureau of Land Management proposing
to euthanize thousands of horses and everencroaching development threatening the land,
the mustang’s position has never been more
perilous. But as Stillman reveals, the horses are
still running wild despite all the obstacles, with
spirit unbroken. Hailed by critics nationwide,
Mustang is “brisk, smart, thorough, and
surprising” (Atlantic Monthly). “Like the best
nonfiction writers of our time (Jon Krakauer and
Bruce Chatwin come to mind), Stillman’s prose
is inviting, her voice authoritative and her vision
imaginative and impressively broad.” —Los
Angeles Times “Powerful . . . Stillman’s talent as
a writer makes this impossible [to stop reading],
to the mustang’s benefit.” —Orion “A
circumspect writer passionate about her purpose
can produce a significant gift for readers.
Stillman’s wonderful chronicle of America’s
mustangs is an excellent example.” —The Seattle
Times
Caligula - Aloys Winterling 2015-09-15
Edition statement inferred from Epilogue.
Art and Nationalism in Colonial India, 1850-1922
- Partha Mitter 1994
Partha Mitter's book is a pioneering study of the
history of modern art on the Indian subcontinent
from 1850 to 1922. The author tells the story of
Indian art during the Raj, set against the
interplay of colonialism and nationalism. The
work addresses the tensions and contradictions
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that attended the advent of European naturalism
in India, as part of the imperial design for the
westernisation of the elite, and traces the
artistic evolution from unquestioning
westernisation to the construction of Hindu
national identity. Through a wide range of
literary and pictorial sources, Art and
Nationalism in Colonial India balances the study
of colonial cultural institutions and networks
with the ideologies of the nationalist and
intellectual movements which followed. The
result is a book of immense significance, both in
the context of South Asian history and in the
wider context of art history.
Four-Handed Monsters - Adrian Daub
2014-05-01
In the course of the nineteenth century, fourhand piano playing emerged across Europe as a
popular pastime of the well-heeled classes and of
those looking to join them. Nary a canonic work
of classical music that was not set for piano duo,
nary a house that could afford not to invest in
them. Duets echoed from the student bedsit to
Buckingham Palace, resounded in schools and in
hundreds of thousands of bourgeois parlors. Like
no other musical phenomenon, it could cross
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national, social, and economic boundaries,
bringing together poor students with the
daughters of the bourgeoisie, crowned heads
with penniless virtuosi, and the nineteenth
century often regarded it with extreme suspicion
for that very reason. Four-hand piano playing
was often understood as a socially acceptable
way of flirting, a flurry of hands that made
touching, often of men and women, not just
acceptable but necessary. But it also became
something far more serious than that, a central
institution of the home, mediating between
inside and outside, family and society, labor and
leisure, nature and nurture. And writers,
composers, musicians, philosophers, journalists,
pamphleteers and painters took note: in the art,
literature, and philosophy of the age, four-hand
playing emerged as a common motif, something
that allowed them to interrogate the very nature
of the self, the family, the community and the
state. In the four hands rushing up and down the
same keyboard the nineteenth century espied, or
thought to espy, an astonishing array of things.
Four-Handed Monsters tells not only the story of
that practice, but also the story of the
astonishing array of things the nineteenth
century read into it.
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