The Believing Brain By
Michael Shermer
Yeah, reviewing a books the believing brain by michael
shermer could grow your close contacts listings. This is just one
of the solutions for you to be successful. As understood, deed
does not recommend that you have astonishing points.
Comprehending as with ease as promise even more than
supplementary will meet the expense of each success. next to, the
statement as without difficulty as perception of this the believing
brain by michael shermer can be taken as well as picked to act.

How Pleasure Works: The New
Science of Why We Like What
We Like - Paul Bloom
2010-06-14
“Engaging, evocative. . . .
[Bloom] is a supple, clear
writer, and his parade of
counterintuitive claims about
pleasure is beguiling.”—NPR
Why is an artistic masterpiece
worth millions more than a
convincing forgery? Pleasure
works in mysterious ways, as
Paul Bloom reveals in this
investigation of what we desire
and why. Drawing on a wealth
of surprising studies, Bloom
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investigates pleasures noble
and seamy, lofty and mundane,
to reveal that our enjoyment of
a given thing is determined not
by what we can see and touch
but by our beliefs about that
thing’s history, origin, and
deeper nature.
Dr. Tatiana's Sex Advice to
All Creation - Olivia Judson
2002-08-14
A guide to non-traditional
sexual expression, presented in
the form of answers to written
letters, draws on the author's
expertise in evolutionary
biology and considers such
1/21

Downloaded from
clcnetwork.org on by
guest

topics as necrophilia, bestiality,
sex changes, virgin births, and
male pregnancy. 50,000 first
printing.
Social Brain - Michael S.
Gazzaniga 1985-11-24
Recounts the early days of
split-brain research and
updates it with new
information on the separate
modules within the brain that
transform random stimuli into
a distinct sense of
consciousness
How We Believe - Michael
Shermer 2000-11
Recent polls show that 96% of
Americans believe in God. Why
are people turning to religion
in greater numbers than ever
before? In How We Believe,
Michael Shermer presents the
results of an exhaustive
empirical study in which he
asked 10,000 Americans how
and why they believe and about
details of their faith. The result
offers fresh and startling
insights into age-old questions.
Why We Believe in God(s) - J.
Anderson Thomson 2014-07-01
In this groundbreaking volume,
J. Anderson Thomson, Jr., MD,
with Clare Aukofer, offers a
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

succinct yet comprehensive
study of how and why the
human mind generates
religious belief. Dr. Thomson, a
highly respected practicing
psychiatrist with credentials in
forensic psychiatry and
evolutionary psychology,
methodically investigates the
components and causes of
religious belief in the same way
any scientist would investigate
the movement of astronomical
bodies or the evolution of life
over time—that is, as a purely
natural phenomenon. Providing
compelling evidence from
psychology, the cognitive
neurosciences, and related
fields, he, with Ms. Aukofer,
presents an easily accessible
and exceptionally convincing
case that god(s) were created
by man—not vice versa. With
this slim volume, Dr. Thomson
establishes himself as a mustread thinker and leading voice
on the primacy of reason and
science over superstition and
religion.
The Believing Brain - Michael
Shermer 2011-05-24
The Believing Brain is
bestselling author Michael
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Shermer's comprehensive and
provocative theory on how
beliefs are born, formed,
reinforced, challenged,
changed, and extinguished. In
this work synthesizing thirty
years of research, psychologist,
historian of science, and the
world's best-known skeptic
Michael Shermer upends the
traditional thinking about how
humans form beliefs about the
world. Simply put, beliefs come
first and explanations for
beliefs follow. The brain,
Shermer argues, is a belief
engine. From sensory data
flowing in through the senses,
the brain naturally begins to
look for and find patterns, and
then infuses those patterns
with meaning. Our brains
connect the dots of our world
into meaningful patterns that
explain why things happen, and
these patterns become beliefs.
Once beliefs are formed the
brain begins to look for and
find confirmatory evidence in
support of those beliefs, which
accelerates the process of
reinforcing them, and round
and round the process goes in
a positive-feedback loop of
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

belief confirmation. Shermer
outlines the numerous
cognitive tools our brains
engage to reinforce our beliefs
as truths. Interlaced with his
theory of belief, Shermer
provides countless real-world
examples of how this process
operates, from politics,
economics, and religion to
conspiracy theories, the
supernatural, and the
paranormal. Ultimately, he
demonstrates why science is
the best tool ever devised to
determine whether or not a
belief matches reality.
The Believing Brain Michael Shermer 2012-06-01
Bestselling author Shermer
presents a comprehensive and
provocative theory on how
beliefs are born, formed,
reinforced, challenged,
changed, and extinguished.
They Call Me Coach - John
Wooden 2004
The former UCLA men's
basketball coach reflects on his
career, his life outside of
basketball, and the impact
some of his top players had on
the NBA.
The Moral Arc - Michael
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Shermer 2015-01-20
Bestselling author Michael
Shermer's exploration of
science and morality that
demonstrates how the
scientific way of thinking has
made people, and society as a
whole, more moral From
Galileo and Newton to Thomas
Hobbes and Martin Luther
King, Jr., thinkers throughout
history have consciously
employed scientific techniques
to better understand the nonphysical world. The Age of
Reason and the Enlightenment
led theorists to apply scientific
reasoning to the non-scientific
disciplines of politics,
economics, and moral
philosophy. Instead of relying
on the woodcuts of dissected
bodies in old medical texts,
physicians opened bodies
themselves to see what was
there; instead of divining truth
through the authority of an
ancient holy book or
philosophical treatise, people
began to explore the book of
nature for themselves through
travel and exploration; instead
of the supernatural belief in the
divine right of kings, people
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

employed a natural belief in
the right of democracy. In The
Moral Arc, Shermer will
explain how abstract
reasoning, rationality,
empiricism, skepticism-scientific ways of thinking-have profoundly changed the
way we perceive morality and,
indeed, move us ever closer to
a more just world.
Emotional - Leonard Mlodinow
2022-01-11
We’ve all been told that
thinking rationally is the key to
success. But at the cutting
edge of science, researchers
are discovering that feeling is
every bit as important as
thinking. You make hundreds
of decisions every day, from
what to eat for breakfast to
how you should invest, and not
one of those decisions would be
possible without emotion. It
has long been said that
thinking and feeling are
separate and opposing forces
in our behavior. But as Leonard
Mlodinow, the best-selling
author of Subliminal, tells us,
extraordinary advances in
psychology and neuroscience
have proven that emotions are
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as critical to our well-being as
thinking. How can you connect
better with others? How can
you make sense of your
frustration, fear, and anxiety?
What can you do to live a
happier life? The answers lie in
understanding your emotions.
Journeying from the labs of
pioneering scientists to realworld scenarios that have
flirted with disaster, Mlodinow
shows us how our emotions can
help, why they sometimes hurt,
and what we can learn in both
instances. Using deep insights
into our evolution and biology,
Mlodinow gives us the tools to
understand our emotions
better and to maximize their
benefits. Told with his
characteristic clarity and
fascinating stories, Emotional
explores the new science of
feelings and offers us an
essential guide to making the
most of one of nature’s
greatest gifts.
Why Darwin Matters - Michael
Shermer 2007-04-01
A creationist-turned-scientist
demonstrates the facts of
evolution and exposes
Intelligent Design's real
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

agenda Science is on the
defensive. Half of Americans
reject the theory of evolution
and "Intelligent Design"
campaigns are gaining ground.
Classroom by classroom,
creationism is overthrowing
biology. In Why Darwin
Matters, bestselling author
Michael Shermer explains how
the newest brand of
creationism appeals to our
predisposition to look for a
designer behind life's
complexity. Shermer decodes
the scientific evidence to show
that evolution is not "just a
theory" and illustrates how it
achieves the design of life
through the bottom-up process
of natural selection. Shermer,
once an evangelical Christian
and a creationist, argues that
Intelligent Design proponents
are invoking a combination of
bad science, political antipathy,
and flawed theology. He
refutes their pseudoscientific
arguments and then
demonstrates why
conservatives and people of
faith can and should embrace
evolution. He then appraises
the evolutionary questions that
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truly need to be settled,
building a powerful argument
for science itself. Cutting the
politics away from the facts,
Why Darwin Matters is an
incisive examination of what is
at stake in the debate over
evolution.
Ideology, Psychology, and
Law - Jon Hanson 2012-01-11
Features the groundbreaking
law-related research of
political psychologists. Includes
leading legal scholars'
commentary and analysis of
political psychologists' work.
The first book to bring together
experts to discuss the
interaction between
psychology, ideology, and law.
Skeptic - Michael Shermer
2016-01-12
Collected essays from
bestselling author Michael
Shermer's celebrated columns
in Scientific American For
fifteen years, bestselling author
Michael Shermer has written a
column in Scientific American
magazine that synthesizes
scientific concepts and theory
for a general audience. His
trademark combination of deep
scientific understanding and
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

entertaining writing style has
thrilled his huge and devoted
audience for years. Now, in
Skeptic, seventy-five of these
columns are available together
for the first time; a welcome
addition for his fans and a
stimulating introduction for
new readers.
Denying History - Michael
Shermer 2009-04-01
Denying History takes a bold
and in-depth look at those who
say the Holocaust never
happened and explores the
motivations behind such
claims. While most
commentators have dismissed
the Holocaust deniers as
antisemitic neo-Nazi thugs who
do not deserve a response,
historians Michael Shermer
and Alex Grobman have
immersed themselves in the
minds and culture of these
Holocaust "revisionists." In the
process, they show how we can
be certain that the Holocaust
happened and, for that matter,
how we can confirm any
historical event. This edition is
expanded with a new chapter
and epilogue examining
current, shockingly
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mainstream revisionism.
Skeptic - Michael Shermer
2016-01-12
Collected essays from
bestselling author Michael
Shermer's celebrated columns
in Scientific American For
fifteen years, bestselling author
Michael Shermer has written a
column in Scientific American
magazine that synthesizes
scientific concepts and theory
for a general audience. His
trademark combination of deep
scientific understanding and
entertaining writing style has
thrilled his huge and devoted
audience for years. Now, in
Skeptic, seventy-five of these
columns are available together
for the first time; a welcome
addition for his fans and a
stimulating introduction for
new readers.
The Science of Good and
Evil - Michael Shermer
2005-01-02
From bestselling author
Michael Shermer, an
investigation of the evolution of
morality that is "a paragon of
popularized science and
philosophy" The Sun
(Baltimore) A century and a
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

half after Darwin first proposed
an "evolutionary ethics,"
science has begun to tackle the
roots of morality. Just as
evolutionary biologists study
why we are hungry (to
motivate us to eat) or why sex
is enjoyable (to motivate us to
procreate), they are now
searching for the very nature
of humanity. In The Science of
Good and Evil, science
historian Michael Shermer
explores how humans evolved
from social primates to moral
primates; how and why
morality motivates the human
animal; and how the foundation
of moral principles can be built
upon empirical evidence. Along
the way he explains the
implications of scientific
findings for fate and free will,
the existence of pure good and
pure evil, and the development
of early moral sentiments
among the first humans. As he
closes the divide between
science and morality, Shermer
draws on stories from the
Yanamamö, infamously known
as the "fierce people" of the
tropical rain forest, to the
Stanford studies on jailers'
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behavior in prisons. The
Science of Good and Evil is
ultimately a profound look at
the moral animal, belief, and
the scientific pursuit of truth.
The Mind of the Market Michael Shermer 2009-01-06
The best-selling author of Why
People Believe Weird Things
offers a revealing study of the
influence of evolutionary
theory on the modern economy,
as well as the evolutionary
roots of human economic
behavior, bringing together the
latest research in
neuroeconomics, psychology,
biology, and other fields to
analyze the economics of
everyday life. Reprint. 40,000
first printing.
The Believing Brain - Michael
Shermer 2012-06-07
Synthesizing thirty years of
research, psychologist and
science historian, Michael
Shermer upends the traditional
thinking about how humans
form beliefs about the world.
Simply put, beliefs come first
and explanations for beliefs
follow. The brain, Shermer
argues, is a belief engine.
Using sensory data that flow in
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

through the senses, the brain
naturally looks for and finds
patterns - and then infuses
those patterns with meaning,
forming beliefs. Once beliefs
are formed, our brains
subconsciously seek out
confirmatory evidence in
support of those beliefs, which
accelerates the process of
reinforcing them, and round
and round the process goes in
a positive-feedback loop. In The
Believing Brain, Shermer
provides countless real-world
examples of how this process
operates, from politics,
economics, and religion to
conspiracy theories, the
supernatural, and the
paranormal. Ultimately, he
demonstrates why science is
the best tool ever devised to
determine whether or not our
belief matches reality.
How We Believe, 2nd
Edition - Michael Shermer
2003-10
Recent polls show that 96% of
Americans believe in God. Why
are people turning to religion
in greater numbers than ever
before? In How We Believe ,
Michael Shermer presents the
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results of an exhaustive
empirical study in which he
asked 10,000 Americans how
and why they believe and about
details of their faith. The result
offers fresh and startling
insights into age-old questions.
Heavens on Earth - Michael
Shermer 2018-01-09
"In his most ambitious work
yet, Shermer sets out to
discover what drives humans'
belief in life after death,
focusing on recent scientific
attempts to achieve
immortality by radical life
extentionists, extropians,
transhumanists, cryonicists,
and mind-uploaders, along with
utopians who have attempted
to create heaven on earth. For
millennia, religions have
concocted numerous
manifestations of heaven and
the afterlife, the place where
souls go after the death of the
physical body. Religious
leaders have toiled to make
sense of this place that a
surprising 74% of Americans
believe exists, but from which
no one has ever returned to
report what it is really like.
Heavens on Earth concludes
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

with an uplifting paean to
purpose and progress and what
we can do in the here-and-now,
whether or not there is a
hereafter" -Towards a Theology of
Same-Sex Marriage - Clare
Herbert 2020-12-21
A transformative exploration of
queer theology and the debate
around same-sex marriage
within the Church. Clare
Herbert draws on her
experience as a priest within
the Church of England in a
committed same-sex
relationship and considers the
questions that have shaped
religious debate for many
years. This book explores the
concept of same-sex marriage
in relation to the
heteronormative definition of
marriage, and its effect on past
understandings of the
sacrament. Interweaving
stories from Christians
struggling to reconcile their
faith with their sexuality
alongside wider queer theology
and the theology of marriage,
Herbert explores the unique
understanding of God provided
by the experience of committed
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same-sex love , and lays the
groundwork for redefining the
traditional definition of
marriage.
How We Believe - Michael
Shermer 2003-10-01
A new edition covering the
latest scientific research on
how the brain makes us
believers or skeptics Recent
polls report that 96 percent of
Americans believe in God, and
73 percent believe that angels
regularly visit Earth. Why is
this? Why, despite the rise of
science, technology, and
secular education, are people
turning to religion in greater
numbers than ever before?
Why do people believe in God
at all? These provocative
questions lie at the heart of
How We Believe , an
illuminating study of God, faith,
and religion. Bestselling author
Michael Shermer offers fresh
and often startling insights into
age-old questions, including
how and why humans put their
faith in a higher power, even in
the face of scientific
skepticism. Shermer has
updated the book to explore
the latest research and
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

theories of psychiatrists,
neuroscientists,
epidemiologists, and
philosophers, as well as the
role of faith in our increasingly
diverse modern world. Whether
believers or nonbelievers, we
are all driven by the need to
understand the universe and
our place in it. How We Believe
is a brilliant scientific tour of
this ancient and mysterious
desire.
Incredible Shrinking Son of
Man - Robert M. Price
2009-09-25
His study, though, provides
dynamic prose renderings of
what Price considers to be the
themes of Jesus' preaching,
such as the Kingdom of God
and possessions, as well as the
creativity and influence of
Jesus' parables. Recommended
for general audiences and,
when used with other sources,
for undergraduates. - Religious
Studies ReviewThis book is
complex and highly detailed. It
demands to be read and reread
carefully. Price is my kind of
biblical scholar in his relentless
but non-dogmatic reasoning.
This informative and gripping
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book shows us how the Gospel
stories were put together in
order to satisfy religious
craving. - Ulster HumanistThis
book should be mandatory
reading for all scholars
concerned with Christian
origins ... nothing of
comparable importance has
been written for at least a
decade. - FreethinkerFor more
than a century scholars have
been examining the Gospels
and other traditions about the
life of Jesus to determine their
historical accuracy. Although
the results of these scholarly
efforts are sometimes
controversial, the consensus
among researchers today is
that the four Evangelists'
accounts cannot be taken at
face value. In fact, a team of
more than 100 scholars called
the Jesus Seminar has come to
the conclusion that on average
only about 18 percent of the
four Gospels is historically
accurate.An active member of
the Jesus Seminar, Dr. Robert
M. Price presents the fruits of
this important historical
research in this fascinating
discussion of early Christianity.
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

As the title suggests, Price is
none too optimistic about the
reliability of the Gospel
tradition as a source of
accurate historical information
about the life of Jesus. Indeed,
he feels that his colleagues in
the Jesus Seminar are much
too optimistic in their estimate
of authentic material in the
Gospels. After an introduction
to the historical-critical method
for nonspecialists and a
critique of the methods used by
the Jesus Seminar, Price
systematically discusses the
narrative and teaching
materials in the Gospel, clearly
presenting what is known and
not known about all of the
major episodes of Jesus' life.
He also examines the parables
for authenticity as well as
Jesus' teachings about the
Kingdom of God, repentance,
prayer, possessions and
poverty, the Atonement, and
many other features of the
Gospels.Written for the general
reading public in a lively and
accessible style, Dr. Price's
highly informative discussion
will be of interest to anyone
who has wondered about the
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origins of Christianity.Robert
M. Price, Ph.D. (Selma, NC),
professor of scriptural studies
at the Johnnie Colemon
Theological Seminary, is the
editor (with Jeffery Jay Lowder)
of The Empty Tomb: Jesus
Beyond the Grave and the
Journal of Higher Criticism. He
is also the author of Top
Secret: The Truth Behind
Today's Pop Mysticisms; The
Paperback Apocalypse: How
the Christian Church Was Left
Behind; The Reason-Driven
Life: What Am I Here on Earth
For?; The Incredible Shrinking
Son of Man; and
Deconstructing Jesus; among
other works.
Riveted: The Science of Why
Jokes Make Us Laugh, Movies
Make Us Cry, and Religion
Makes Us Feel One with the
Universe - Jim Davies
2014-08-05
Why do some things pass under
the radar of our attention, but
other things capture our
interest? Why do some
religions catch on and others
fade away? What makes a
story, a movie, or a book
riveting? Why do some people
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

keep watching the news even
though it makes them anxious?
The past 20 years have seen a
remarkable flourishing of
scientific research into exactly
these kinds of questions.
Professor Jim Davies'
fascinating and highly
accessible book, Riveted,
reveals the evolutionary
underpinnings of why we find
things compelling, from art to
religion and from sports to
superstition. Compelling things
fit our minds like keys in the
ignition, turning us on and
keeping us running, and yet we
are often unaware of what
makes these "keys" fit. What
we like and don't like is almost
always determined by
subconscious forces, and when
we try to consciously predict
our own preferences we're
often wrong. In one study of
speed dating, people were
asked what kinds of partners
they found attractive. When the
results came back, the
participants' answers before
the exercise had no correlation
with who they actually found
attractive in person! We are
beginning to understand just
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how much the brain makes our
decisions for us: we are
rewarded with a rush of
pleasure when we detect
patterns, as the brain thinks
we've discovered something
significant; the mind urges us
to linger on the news channel
or rubberneck an accident in
case it might pick up important
survival information; it even
pushes us to pick up People
magazine in order to find out
about changes in the social
structure.Drawing on work
from philosophy, anthropology,
religious studies, psychology,
economics, computer science,
and biology, Davies offers a
comprehensive explanation to
show that in spite of the
differences between the many
things that we find compelling,
they have similar effects on our
minds and brains.
TIME the Science of Good
and Evil - The Editors of TIME
2019-04-15
One of the great enigmas of
humanity is why we have such
a devastating capacity for evil
as well as such an enormous
ability to do good. What makes
some people commit violent
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

harm, while others risk their
lives to help those they may not
even know? Now, to explore
and navigate this essential
question of human behavior,
the editors at TIME bring you
the special edition 'The Science
of Good and Evil.' You'll
examine "The Roots of Good
and Evil," and consider the
capacity for morality in
animals. Then consider "What
Makes Us Moral" by looking at
the seemingly innate moral
compass of human children and
the role that nurturing plays in
developing it. Follow modern
neuroscience deep into the
brain to see what it can tell us
about where good and evil
behavior might reside and what
role genuine love plays in their
development. Through it all,
visit and analyze tales of
senseless acts of violence and
the profound acts of
selflessness that occur in their
wake. As destructive
technologies and artificial
intelligence continue to
develop and strengthen, there
has never been a more
important time to understand
the nature of our capacity for
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good and evil.
The Skeptic Encyclopedia of
Pseudoscience - Michael
Shermer 2002
Examines supernatural
controversies such as crop
circles, the Shroud of Turin,
and cold fusion, and provides
evidence for and against each
phenomenon.
Why People Believe Weird
Things - Michael Shermer
2002-09-01
Revised and Expanded Edition.
In this age of supposed
scientific enlightenment, many
people still believe in mind
reading, past-life regression
theory, New Age hokum, and
alien abduction. A no-holdsbarred assault on popular
superstitions and prejudices,
with more than 80,000 copies
in print, Why People Believe
Weird Things debunks these
nonsensical claims and
explores the very human
reasons people find
otherworldly phenomena,
conspiracy theories, and cults
so appealing. In an entirely
new chapter, "Why Smart
People Believe in Weird
Things," Michael Shermer
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

takes on science luminaries
like physicist Frank Tippler and
others, who hide their spiritual
beliefs behind the trappings of
science. Shermer, science
historian and true crusader,
also reveals the more
dangerous side of such illogical
thinking, including Holocaust
denial, the recovered-memory
movement, the satanic ritual
abuse scare, and other modern
crazes. Why People Believe
Strange Things is an eyeopening resource for the most
gullible among us and those
who want to protect them.
Conspiracy - Michael Shermer
2022-10-25
"The author discusses how we
should think about conspiracy
theories, who believes them
and why, which conspiracy
theories are likely to be true or
false and what criteria we can
use to assess them, and what
we should do to combat
dangerous conspiracism and
reestablish trust in our
democratic institutions, in the
media, and in one another"-In Darwin's Shadow - Michael
Shermer 2002-08-15
Virtually unknown today,
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Alfred Russel Wallace was the
co-discoverer of natural
selection with Charles Darwin
and an eminent scientist who
stood out among his Victorian
peers as a man of formidable
mind and equally outsized
personality. Now Michael
Shermer rescues Wallace from
the shadow of Darwin in this
landmark biography. Here we
see Wallace as perhaps the
greatest naturalist of his age-spending years in remote
jungles, collecting astounding
quantities of specimens,
writing thoughtfully and with
bemused detachment at his
reception in places where no
white man had ever gone.
Here, too, is his supple and
forceful intelligence at work,
grappling with such arcane
problems as the bright
coloration of caterpillars, or
shaping his 1858 paper on
natural selection that prompted
Darwin to publish (with
Wallace) the first paper
outlining the theory of
evolution. Shermer also shows
that Wallace's self-trained
intellect, while powerful, also
embraced surprisingly naive
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

ideas, such as his deep interest
in the study of spiritual
manifestations and seances.
Shermer shows that the same
iconoclastic outlook that led
him to overturn scientific
orthodoxy as he worked in
relative isolation also led him
to embrace irrational beliefs,
and thus tarnish his reputation.
As author of Why People
Believe Weird Things and
founding publisher of Skeptic
magazine, Shermer is an
authority on why people
embrace the irrational. Now he
turns his keen judgment and
incisive analysis to Wallace's
life and his contradictory
beliefs, restoring a leading
figure in the rise of modern
science to his rightful place.
Timesplash - Graham Storrs
2013
Belief - James E. Alcock 2018
This book explores the
psychology of belief - how
beliefs are formed, how they
are influenced both by internal
factors, such as perception,
memory, reason, emotion, and
prior beliefs, as well as
external factors, such as
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experience, identification with
a group, social pressure, and
manipulation. It also reveals
how vulnerable beliefs are to
error,
The Republican War on
Science - Chris Mooney
2007-03-16
Science has never been more
crucial to deciding the political
issues facing the country. Yet
science and scientists have less
influence with the federal
government than at any time
since Richard Nixon fired his
science advisors. In the White
House and Congress today,
findings are reported in a
politicized manner; spun or
distorted to fit the speaker's
agenda; or, when they're too
inconvenient, ignored entirely.
On a broad array of issues-stem
cell research, climate change,
evolution, sex education,
product safety, environmental
regulation, and many othersthe Bush administration's
positions fly in the face of
overwhelming scientific
consensus. Federal science
agencies-once fiercely
independent under both
Republican and Democratic
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

presidents-are increasingly
staffed by political appointees
who know industry lobbyists
and evangelical activists far
better than they know the
science. This is not unique to
the Bush administration, but it
is largely a Republican
phenomenon, born of a
conservative dislike of
environmental, health, and
safety regulation, and at the
extremes, of evolution and
legalized abortion. In The
Republican War on Science,
Chris Mooney ties together the
disparate strands of the attack
on science into a compelling
and frightening account of our
government's increasing
unwillingness to distinguish
between legitimate research
and ideologically driven
pseudoscience.
The Science of Good and Evil Michael Shermer 2005-01-02
Reveals how humans have
evolved from social primates
into moral primates, exploring
the implications of fuzzy logic,
fate, free will, and ecology,
among other issues affecting
the way humans think about
moral issues.
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The Borderlands of Science Michael Shermer 2002
Presents a collection of essays
on various topics in science
and personalities in science,
including Carl Sagan, Sigmund
Freud, and Alfred Russel
Wallace.
Science Friction - Michael
Shermer 2010-04-01
Bestselling author Michael
Shermer delves into the
unknown, from heretical ideas
about the boundaries of the
universe to Star Trek's lessons
about chance and time A
scientist pretends to be a
psychic for a day-and fools
everyone. An athlete discovers
that good-luck rituals and
getting into "the zone" may, or
may not, improve his
performance. A historian
decides to analyze the data to
see who was truly responsible
for the Bounty mutiny. A son
explores the possiblities of
alternative and experimental
medicine for his cancerravaged mother. And a skeptic
realizes that it is time to turn
the skeptical lens onto science
itself. In each of the fourteen
essays in Science Friction,
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

psychologist and science
historian Michael Shermer
explores the very personal
barriers and biases that plague
and propel science, especially
when scientists push against
the unknown. What do we
know and what do we not
know? How does science
respond to controversy, attack,
and uncertainty? When does
theory become accepted fact?
As always, Shermer delivers a
thought-provoking, fascinating,
and entertaining view of life in
the scientific age.
Why We Believe What We
Believe - Andrew Newberg
2006-09-12
WHY DO YOU BELIEVE THE
THINGS YOU BELIEVE? Do
you remember events
differently from how they really
happened? Where do your
superstitions come from? How
do morals evolve? Why are
some people religious and
others nonreligious? Everyone
has thoughts and questions like
these, and now Andrew
Newberg and Mark Waldman
expose, for the first time, how
our complex views emerge
from the neural activities of the
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brain. Bridging science,
psychology, and religion, they
demonstrate, in simple
terminology, how the brain
perceives reality and
transforms it into an
extraordinary range of
personal, ethical, and creative
premises that we use to build
meaning, value, spirituality,
and truth into our lives. When
you come to understand this
remarkable process, it will
change forever the way you
look at the world and yourself.
Supported by groundbreaking
research, including brain scans
of people as they pray,
meditate, and even speak in
tongues, Newberg and
Waldman propose a new model
for how deep convictions
emerge and influence our lives.
You will even glimpse how the
mind of an atheist works when
contemplating God.Using
personal stories, moral
paradoxes, and optical
illusions, the authors
demonstrate how our brains
construct our fondest
assumptions about reality,
offering recommendations for
exercising your most important
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

muscle in order to develop a
more life-affirming, flexible
range of attitudes. You'll
discover how to: Recognize
when your beliefs are altered
by others Guard against mental
traps and prejudicial thinking
Distinguish between
destructive and constructive
beliefs Cultivate spiritual and
ethical ideals Ultimately, we
must always return to our
beliefs. From the ordinary to
the extraordinary, they give
meaning to the mysteries of
life, providing us with our
individual uniqueness and the
ability to fill our lives with joy.
Most important, though, they
give us inspiration and hope,
beacons to guide us through
the light and dark corners of
the soul
The Portable Atheist Christopher Hitchens
2007-11-06
Presents excerpts on the
subject of religion from the
writings of such notable nonbelievers as John Stuart Mill,
Karl Marx, Charles Darwin,
Mark Twain, H. L. Mencken,
Albert Einstein, Richard
Dawkins, and Salman Rushdie.
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The Skeptics' Guide to the
Universe - Dr. Steven Novella
2018-10-02
An all-encompassing guide to
skeptical thinking from podcast
host and academic neurologist
at Yale University School of
Medicine Steven Novella and
his SGU co-hosts, which
Richard Wiseman calls "the
perfect primer for anyone who
wants to separate fact from
fiction." It is intimidating to
realize that we live in a world
overflowing with
misinformation, bias, myths,
deception, and flawed
knowledge. There really are no
ultimate authority figures-no
one has the secret, and there is
no place to look up the
definitive answers to our
questions (not even Google).
Luckily, The Skeptic's Guide to
the Universe is your map
through this maze of modern
life. Here Dr. Steven Novellaalong with Bob Novella, Cara
Santa Maria, Jay Novella, and
Evan Bernstein-will explain the
tenets of skeptical thinking and
debunk some of the biggest
scientific myths, fallacies, and
conspiracy theories-from antithe-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

vaccines to homeopathy, UFO
sightings to N- rays. You'll
learn the difference between
science and pseudoscience,
essential critical thinking skills,
ways to discuss conspiracy
theories with that crazy coworker of yours, and how to
combat sloppy reasoning, bad
arguments, and superstitious
thinking. So are you ready to
join them on an epic scientific
quest, one that has taken us
from huddling in dark caves to
setting foot on the moon? (Yes,
we really did that.) DON'T
PANIC! With The Skeptic's
Guide to the Universe, we can
do this together. "Thorough,
informative, and enlightening,
The Skeptic's Guide to the
Universe inoculates you
against the frailties and
shortcomings of human
cognition. If this book does not
become required reading for us
all, we may well see modern
civilization unravel before our
eyes." -- Neil deGrasse Tyson
"In this age of real and fake
information, your ability to
reason, to think in scientifically
skeptical fashion, is the most
important skill you can have.
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Read The Skeptics' Guide
Universe; get better at
reasoning. And if this claim
about the importance of reason
is wrong, The Skeptics' Guide
will help you figure that out,
too." -- Bill Nye
A Universe from Nothing Lawrence M. Krauss
2012-01-10
Bestselling author and
acclaimed physicist Lawrence
Krauss offers a paradigmshifting view of how everything
that exists came to be in the
first place. “Where did the
universe come from? What was
there before it? What will the
future bring? And finally, why
is there something rather than
nothing?” One of the few
prominent scientists today to
have crossed the chasm
between science and popular
culture, Krauss describes the
staggeringly beautiful
experimental observations and
mind-bending new theories
that demonstrate not only can
something arise from nothing,
something will always arise
from nothing. With a new
preface about the significance
of the discovery of the Higgs
the-believing-brain-by-michael-shermer

particle, A Universe from
Nothing uses Krauss’s
characteristic wry humor and
wonderfully clear explanations
to take us back to the
beginning of the beginning,
presenting the most recent
evidence for how our universe
evolved—and the implications
for how it’s going to end.
Provocative, challenging, and
delightfully readable, this is a
game-changing look at the
most basic underpinning of
existence and a powerful
antidote to outmoded
philosophical, religious, and
scientific thinking.
Giving the Devil his Due Michael Shermer 2020-04-09
Who is the 'Devil'? And what is
he due? The Devil is anyone
who disagrees with you. And
what he is due is the right to
speak his mind. He must have
this for your own safety's sake
because his freedom is
inextricably tied to your own. If
he can be censored, why
shouldn't you be censored? If
we put barriers up to silence
'unpleasant' ideas, what's to
stop the silencing of any
discussion? This book is a full20/21
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throated defense of free speech
and open inquiry in politics,
science, and culture by the
New York Times bestselling
author and skeptic Michael
Shermer. The new collection of
essays and articles takes the
Devil by the horns by tackling
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five key themes: free thought
and free speech, politics and
society, scientific humanism,
religion, and the ideas of
controversial intellectuals. For
our own sake, we must give the
Devil his due.
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